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Several Laws and Orders made at the 
GENERAL COURT 
Holden at Boſton the 13th. of «May 

And Printed by their Order: 
 Etvnard Ravſon Fecy 


at. 
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"IURIES FERDICT. 


His Court being deſnous to prevent all Diſſatisfafion and In- 

couveniencies that may ariſe in the Tryal of Civil Caſes in In- 

feriour Courts, ſometimes happening by reaſon of Diſagreement 

between the Bench and 7ury formerly allowed by Law ; 

, Do Order and Enact; That henceforth in all County Courts, after . 
that the Bench have 'uſed all reifonable endeavours for elearing* the caſes <4 
ed the Jury, by declaring the Law, and comparing the matter of Fact and , Jaye ret 
Damage proyed therewith, the- VerdiCt' of the Jury finally given, ſhall be uo: refuſes. 
accepted, and Judgement accordingly Entred: And in like manner ſhall 

the proceedif be in the Court of Afſiſtants, unleſs upon apparent cor- 

ruption or errour is the: Jury giving in their Verdict contrary 'to Law 'or 

Evidence, the party caft ſhall-in open- Court Attaint the* Jury,” and give 

ſufficient Borid and Sureties within twelve hours after the Verdict is -ac-- 

ceptet; to proſecute the ſzid' Jury at- the next Court oof Aſſiſtants, . in an, * = + 
AQtion of Attgint, in_ which Caſe Execution ſhall be reſpited, and the y1wg as ves 
Clerk of that Court ſhalt- Summon a Jury 'of twenty) four Able and Di- terdan's livergy 


to Argime the 


ſees men choſen as"the Law DireCts, to attend the' ſervice. of the Court 5ury ia cale. 
wh 


ere the ſaid Action of Attaint'ſhall be: tryed in'the firſt: place, and if on 
tryall of the" caſe, there {ball be! found © minifeſt Error or Miſtake, the 
party Complayning ſhall be Repayed his full damage-from» the other part ys 
A | to 
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to the Original Suit and if by the ſaid Jury of twenty four, there be found ' 
- Bribery, pn piracie, orothex Corruption, in the Jury attainted, they ſhall be 
 , Puniſhed by Fine or Þnpriſonment 1, - propgrtiquable:to the :degrge-: 
bon Toped ed Offence; .' And if otherwiſe, the twenty 344 pre? Frk- er dp wy 
| mer Jurors accuſed, they ſhall: be. allowed double. Coſts from the, party. ac. . 
culing,, 2nd their Verdict- and the- Judgement +of the, fouyner:Couſt thei 
ſtand good, and execution ſhall be Iſſued forth accordingly; And that 
Clauſe in the Law, allowing the Magiſtrates not to Concur with, or re- 
. fuſe the Verdict of the Jury is hereby Repealed. 
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SURETIES. 


FY Explanation of, and Addition. to the, Law, tit. Sureties and goods 
:K Attached , where it is provided that Sureties as well as Frincipalls ſhall 
-be Reſponſible for one month to pay the Debt, unleſs be or they Surrender ths. 
Principal into the bands of the Marſhall or Deputy, but. no way- provided in, 
Where Bangs F#Þ* ſaid Law how the Suretyes may be cempelled thereunto; 
Sr forfeited the Ut is therefore Ordered, and hereby Declared, That in ſuch Caſe the 
* Cale to proceed. Party and Sureties being\ called and the Bond declared forfeited upon non- 
| . appearance, the Caſe ſhail procced to hearing, and Judgement at the ſame 
Court, as in ca of the Defendants non-appearance vpon Attachment of 
Executionro Goods; And 1t the Caſe be found for the Plaintiff, that Judgement be 
Lg granted againſt him and his Suretyes, and Execution be ifived out accor- 
; dingly, and to be in force againſt the Sureties as well as the Principall, for 
one. month after Judgement given, as the ſaid Law Intends. 
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No ſtrong Liquor to Workyen. 


V/ V Hereas there have been ſundry and. frequent complaints "preferred; 
q : to this Court, of Oppreſſion by Exceſſive wages of Workmen, arid. 
Lebourers, which notwithſtanding 1be endeavcurs of this Court to. redreſs ;. | 
Juch oppreſſions continue, and further increaſe, by a dangeroys Impoſiicn. 4. 
ſuch perſons on thoſe they work and labour for, by demanding au allowance; 
of Liquors or wine every day over and above their wages, witbout. which #.1s. 
found by too ſad experience many refuſe to work!;, Now forasmuch as ſuch-. 
a pradice of : drinking: liquors and wine, tends. much to the apy # Jong: 
Jaw protibiring perſons in an” evil prattiſe, and by degrees to- trayu, them up to an habit. 0. 
CME True utter 
_— oi 7 is therefore Ordered by this Court and- by, the Amhority, there- . 
EE. ' of, and. be it. hereby EnaQted ; That if any perſqn or. perſqns , after; the. 
publication hereof, ſhall give wine or ſtrong liquors to any workmen or boyes. 
that work with them, except in caſc5of neceſſity, ſhall; pay twenty ſpies 
ſor every ſuch Offence. © - Look: |» HF 25 #- 5 41:38:70 Thi 
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MISAITAARET 


T His Court taking mto thir ſerious Conſideration the weight and neceſſity 
that lyeth on them , to ſce that all Souldiers, ( eſpectally at ſuch a jea- 
fon as this ) ſhould be fitted wi:5 Armes, and well sk:lled to uſe them; And 
bicauſe the welfare of each Military Troop and foot Company, both in their 
being provided with, and knowledge of their uſe of Armes, lyeth very much 
mm the Clerk of each Companyes careful} and faithfull obſervation and execus 
tion of his Office, in the ſeaſonable and due levying of ſuch F ines as are Ly Lav 
aue for defetts, the neglet} whereof too ſad experience * am bath done very 
£9 hurt ia many Companyes , for preventing ſuch Inconveniencies for the 
—_—...-. | 
This Court doth Order, That what Fines ſhall be due according to Law S-uldiers fine : 
from any Souldier for defect, in either Armes or Traynings, which the 1222075 
Clerk or Clerks of the-faid Troop or Company ſhall not: leavie - and ga Troops or Foot 
ther into his hands, within one Moneth after the Training day on which gs 
the ſaid defect is. made, it ſhall be in the power of the Captain or chief b* [*+icd 9n 
Officer of that Troop or Foot Company to ſend the Marſhal or Conſtable 
with an Execution, and leavie the ſaid Fines upon the Eſtate of any'ſuch 
Clerk or Clerks ſo defective, unleſs the ſaid Clerk can' make it appear 
to the Captain, that he or they have been hindred either by ſickneſs or 
' the abſence of the perſon delinquent being out of Town. 
And it is further Ordered; That the Clerk or Clerks of every Mili- 
tary Troop 6r Company ſhall once in fix Moneths render a particular ac- 
count to the Captain or chief Officer, of all ſuch fines as are leavied by 
the ſaid Clerk, that the ſame may be-diſpoſcd of for the good of the 
Company according to Law. | ; 


72 Court conſidering our own ſtate as to Fortification, how that ony 

Forts and Artillery belonging t» the Country, both m this Town of Boſton, 
Charlstown, Salcm and Marble-head do need much to repair them, that they 

may be fit for ſervice if God ſhould call thereunto; | , 

Do therefore Order; That each of the Towns above mentioned ſhall rurtts> ailow- 
be allowed what they are Rated to the Country-Rate for this next year, M9512 woneg,. 
for, and: towards the finiſhing and repairing the ſeveral Forts there, and tem and warble 
| that each of their Rates be committed into the hands of the Committee 90a ©? 
of Militia in cach of the afoicſaid Towns, by them ſpeedily ro be um- - 


proved for the uic aboveſaid, 


Hereas divers Souldiers, who by Law are commanded ts atten 

Military Exerciſe upom Traming dayes in the Towns where they. 
live, not having any viſible t ſtate whereon the Clerk of of the Company unto 
which they do belong can - leavie the fine due bly Law, when they ave de- 
linquent either in Arms or Tramings, «0 of ten negle(} the duty 1n both keep-- 
ing Arms and Trainings, and do thereupon carry it boldly and provoakzegly, 
to the Clerk. and other officers; For prevention whereof : | 


It is Ordercd by this Court and the Authority thereof; That it ſhalt- 
| Az be 
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4 Book-debts, Burglary. 


— 


be in the power of the Ccmmiſſion Cficers of cach Cempany, or ſuck 
of them as are preſent at the rext Training Cay after {uch cfience is com- 
. mitted, to puniſh ſuch perſon oftending as aboveſaid, wHo þaih not ſatis: 
Cre fied the Clerk according to Law, by any Military prn-{hn cnt according 
nie to the aggravaticn of the Crime, by either Riding the Woceen Horſe, 
kcers bow puni» Or by Bilbocs,, or lying Neck and Heels, or acknowledgement at the 
—_ Head of the Ccmpany, or any puniſt ment zcccrding to Military Dilſci- 
pline, at the Diſcretion of the Commiſſion Officer or Cflicers preſent. 

And in caſe any ſuch Delinqrent ſhall abſcnt himſelf frcem Training two 
dayes together, that then it ſhall be in the power of the chief Cflicers, 
and they are hereby enjoyned by Warrant directed to the Corltable of 
that Town, :o convent ſuch Oftender before him, and to proceed with 
him as in this Order is provided, and all Conſtables axe hercby Ordered 
to attend their duty herein. 


Fook- Debts. 


Heveas by the Law made May 1669 reſpc@ing Buk-debts; It is De- 
clared, that all Bock: Debts ſhall be cleared within three Years, as is 
therein expreſſed, after which time no Bock: Delt ſhall be pleadable 11 any 
Gyurt: Uyun a general urrplamt, that the ſaid Law will preve to the real 
detriment of very many of cur Inbabitents, and the utter unauing of ume if 
a greater number of years be not «licwed to ſhut up Acccmpts; 
SRI On It is therefore Ordered, and is hereby Declared ; ]hat there ſhall be 
ting t© Book= three years more added for the advantage of Debtors and Creditors to 
—_— iſſue their Accompts,:that all grounds of ccmplaint in this kinde may be 


removed. 
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AJ Hereas in the Law tit. Burglary, it is expreſſed if any perſcn ſhall 
commit Burglary by breaking open any Dwelling Hauſe ; 
Addition tc 1's It is Ordered by this Court and the Authority thereof, as an Addition 
—_ P!* to that Law; That if any perſon ſhall bresk up any Ware-houſe, Shop, 
- Mill, Malt-houſe, Bain or Out-houſe, or any Veſiel en any Shoar, or in 
any Cove, Creck, or upon the Water, ſuch perſon ſo ofiending, ſhall be: 
puniſhed as the law provides incaſe of breaking up Dwelling houſes. 


Leather, 
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Hides. Indians Pork. 
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H I D E 58S. 


ww Heyeas ive Law tit, Leather in the latter end of the firſt Seft. doth 
reſtrain all perſons except T anners to Bargain for, or buy any Hides 
of Bull, Steer, Oxe Cow, ©c. being inconventent in regard they are many 
times given in Barter for Skhoos, Gc. 
The ſaid Clauſe in that Law, by the Authority of this Court is herc- 
by Repealed. 


VHS the Laws already made to prevent the Tranſportation of the 
Hides of the growth of this Colony, ao not reach the End, fur want 
of a full and due Fxecution; 

This Court doth therefore Authorize and appoint the Freemen of every 
Seaport Town within this Jurisdiction, to Choſe a meet and ſufficient per- 
fon from amongſt themſelyes yearly, to whom all perſons ſhall repair who 
intend the tranſporting of any Raw or Ruffe Hides, and ſhall make proof 
whence ſuch Hides ſo to be tranſported came, and that they are not of 


the growth of, nor killed in this Colony, and ſhall take a note from the, 


perſon ſo Authorized of the, number of Hides that he intends to tranſport, 
| paying one penny to the aboveſaid perſon for every ſuch Hide. 

And it is hereby Ordered, That no perſon ſhall ſhip or tranſport any 
Hides whatſoever out of this Juriſdiction, without licenſe from the per- 
fon ſo Authorized, upon penalty of loofing of ſuch Hides ſo ſhipped : nor 
ſhall any Maſter, Purſcr or any. other perſon belonging to any Ship or 
Veſſel within this Colony, receive.. on Board any Raw or Ruffe Hides 


without a Note or Ticket. from the perſon ſo appointed firſt appearing. 


upon the penalty of paying ten ſhillings for every Hide ſo ſhipped: . And 
ſuch perſon. Authorized as aboveſaid, ſhall have power by himſelf or 
whom he ſhall appoint, to make ſearch in .any Ship- or Cask, wherein 


Hides t9 be pt:. 


chaſe d by ay 


Hides of the. 
Coumries 
growth nor to” 
be tranſportcd] 
oat of rhe Jus 
ri{dition on 
penalty Kc. 


they ſuſpect any Hides to be Laden contrary to this Order, and ſhaft. 
make ſeizure thereof, and the penalties and forfeitures above-mentioned 


ſhall be the one third to the ſeizer, one third to the Country, and one 
third to the Town from whence ſuch Hides are ſhipt. 

And it is further Ordered, that the perſons choſen as aboveſaid, {hall 
be ſworn to a faithful diſcharge of their duty hercin. 


INDIANS PORK, 


WW Hereas the Indians that border upon the Engliſh Towns within this 'u- 
riſdittion, do- frequently ſell Pork to the Engliſh, and there is ground. 
to ſuſpet that ſome of the Indians do ſteal and ſell the Engliſh mens 9 wine; 
For prevention whereof ; 
This Court doth Order and EnaCt, That all Engliſh men do henceforth 
mark their Swine with ſome my * or .if they neglect the —_ 
2 
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ſhall be reckoned as the loſs of their propriety in them. | 

And it is further Ordered; That .no Indian within this Juriſdiction 
ſhall mark any Swine upon the Ears, and that all Indians who bring 
Pork unto the Engliſh to ſell, are required to bring with them the Swines 
Ears whole, otherwiſe, or if the ears be marked, it is in the liberty of 
any perſon to ſerze ypon ſuch Pork tendred to fell, and the ſame tro be 
forfeited, the one hait ty the Seizcr, the other half to the poor of the 
place where it is ſeized, to be diſtributed by the Select-men._ro them: . 

And it is further Ordered ; That this Law be forthwith Printed,  Pub- 
liſhed and Declared. to all the Indians. within this Juriſdiction in the In- 
dian Language, that they may attend the ſame; And this Law to take 
place and commence eight Moneths afrer publication hereof. 
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SCOLDBES. 


V V Hereas there is no expreſs puniſkment (by any ZTaw hitherto tia 
bliſhed ) affixed. to the evil prattiſe of ſundry perſons by Exorbj- 
tancy of the Tongue, in Railing and Scolding ; 

It is therefore Ordered; That all ſuch perſons convicted before any 
Court or Magiſtrate, that hath proper cognizance of the caſc, ſhall be 
Gagged, or ſet in-a Ducking ſtool,, and dipt over Head and Ears three 
times in ſome convenient place of freſh os ſalt-watcr, as the Court or 
Magiſtrate ſhall Judge meet. | 


Whether $ ſhipping Goods upon B to be delivered to R beyond the 
Sea, the faid R paying fraight, and the ſaid B upon his arrival at the Port 
tendring the ſaid Goods to R, and the ſaid R refuſing ts meddle with the 
faid Goods and to pay fraight,. whether the ſaid B can recover his fraight 
for the ſaid Goods of the ſaid S, the faid Good being left in a ſafe hand 
by good advice by the ſaid B, or whether the ſaid B ovght not to have 
ſatisfied himſelf for his fraight out of the ſaid Goods without moleſting 
the ſaid $S? The Court reſolves this Queſtion, that S is not liable to pay 
fraight unto B, but B to ſatisfic himſelt for the fraight out of the Goods, 


Whether all Reviews are to be Entred and Proſecuted in that Court 
where the Action was at firſt commenced? The Court reſolves the Queſtion 
on the Affirmatiye. 


Whether upon an AQtion of Review, the Coſts of former Courts where 
the Action hath been tryed, ſhall be granted for whom Judgement is 
given? The Court Reſolves this on the Negative, + 


Whether the Law tit. Poſſeſſons intend the confirmation of T.and to the 
Poſſeſſor, where the Graunt of the ſaid Land was to another perſon, and | 
tie Poſſeſſor nothing to ſhow for the Alienation thereof but his Poſleſſion f 
according to that Law? The Court reſolves this on the Affirmative, 


"2 BE-" 06: > 


